[bookmark: _GoBack]EXEMPTION REQUEST
[bookmark: _Hlk51322500]The following application form is intended for Mule Deer Winter Range (MDWR) exemption requests for sites not meeting General Wildlife Measure (GWM) 6 of the MDWR Shallow and Moderate Snowpack Zones Order or GWM 14 of the MDWR Transition and Deep Snowpack Zones Order of the Cariboo-Chilcotin Land Use Plan (CCLUP) MDWR Government Actions Regulation (GAR) Order. Applicable GWMs are similar for both Orders and direct that:
· The volume of non-target, non-infested stems greater than 27.5 cm diameter at breast height removed being less than 10% of the total volume of infested stems removed.
· No harvesting of green un-infested Douglas-fir trees that are > 37.5 cm diameter at breast height except as required for safety.
· No salvage of dead trees within Old Growth Management Areas or Wildlife Tree Patches established in ungulate winter ranges to which this order applies except as required for safety.
Exemptions will not be granted for salvage of trees within Old Growth Management Areas, Wildlife Tree Patches or other no-harvest areas.
If road, skid trail and landing locations are proposed within or near topographic breaks or ridges due to no other alternatives, this application form can also be used to request an exemption for GWM 2 and 3 of the MDWR Shallow and Moderate Snowpack Zones Order or GWMs 11 and 12 of the MDWR Transition and Deep Snowpack Zones Order. Please fill out appropriate information where requested in the form below.
Directors, Resource Management, Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (MFLNRORD), have been delegated the authority to consider exemption requests. The request should include a rationale describing the nature of the problem and any options that might integrate wildlife habitat/winter range conservation with proposed forest practices. Submitting the information in the following sections will assist in timely consideration of the matter, and will inform the conditions, if any, of the exemption that may be granted prior to commencement of activities. Please note that incomplete packages will be returned to the proponent for re-submission. SUBMISSION OF THIS FORM DOES NOT CONSTITUTE APPROVAL OF THE EXEMPTION REQUEST.
It is recommended that prior to submitting an exemption request, Forest Act agreement holders review the form below and contact a MFLNRORD regional habitat biologist if there are outstanding questions or concerns not addressed in this template. 
Specific instructions for completing the form are available on page five. Before submission please ensure that all items on the Submission checklist are included.
SUBMISSION CHECKLIST

· Completed application form
· Maps (PDF) and spatial data (.kml or shapefiles) 
· Supplemental field data and rationale to support application
· Confirm that no activities will occur in Wildlife Tree Patches, Old Growth Management Areas or other no-harvest areas (critical fish habitat, riparian reserve zones and community areas of special concern) 
Once the application is complete, please send to Becky Bings (becky.bings@gov.bc.ca), Senior Habitat Biologist, FLNRORD Cariboo Region. 
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APPLICATION - Please supply the following information (A, B, C, D) :
A. Proponent Information 						Licensee Information (if different than proponent)
	Contact Name
	
     
	Contact Name
	
     

	Organization
	
     
	Organization
	
     

	Mailing Address
	
     
	Mailing Address
	
     

	Phone number
	
     
	Phone number
	
     

	Email address
	
     
	Email address
	
     




B.  MDWR Location Information 
	
Winter Range:      
	
BEC Zone:      
	
Snowpack Zone:      _
	
GWM(s):      _
	
License:      _



Proposed Exemption Activity Start Date (YY/MM/DD):           Proposed Exemption Activity End Date (YY/MM/DD):      

Please attach a PDF map and spatial files (.kml or shapefiles) of the request area(s).



	
	

C. Description of Timber to be Removed 
	Block #
	Site #
	Area (ha)
	Species
	Currently Infested
Green and Red Beetle attacked Volume (m3)
	Non–current Attack Red and Grey Volume
>27.5 cm
(m3)
	Blowdown
	Green Access Volume
> 27.5 cm
	Opening Sizes Created (ha)

	Total Volume Removal  Estimate
(m³)
	Total Volume Remaining if in Patch or Site
Estimate (m3)
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Species
	
Volume
(m3)
	
Species
	
Volume (m3)
	
	
	
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	If skid trails also involve current and non-current attack removal, please fill out the section below. 

	Skid trail #
	Site #
	length (m)
	Species
	Currently Infested
Green and Red Beetle attacked Volume (m3)
	Non–current Attack Red and Grey Volume
>27.5 cm (m3)
	Blowdown
	Green Access Volume
> 27.5 cm
	Opening Sizes Created (ha)

	Total Volume Removal  Estimate
(m³)
	Total Volume Remaining if in Patch or Site Estimate (m3)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Species
	
Volume
(m3)
	
Species
	
Volume (m3)
	
	
	
	Comments

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	TOTAL Volume Estimate for all sites
	     
	     



























	
	
	
D. Habitat Management - Please describe how habitat values will be maintained: (additional documents can be submitted if necessary)
If any opening sizes >0.1ha will be created, how will they be reforested?
     

What is the overall reforestation strategy?
     

If working in patches where only part of the patch will be harvested, describe what is being retained:
     

What is the Wildlife Tree Retention strategy (if in a woodlot, please provide the woodlot plan wildlife tree retention strategy)? 
     

Describe how damage to non-target stems will be minimized:
     

Is there a mark-to-leave or mark-to-cut system in place? If so, which one?
     

Describe how access will be minimized and managed after harvest: 
     

Will skid trails be at least 30 m from ridges and topographic breaks, as defined in the applicable Order? If no, provide rationale and maps for skid trail locations.
     

Will roads and landings avoid topographic buffers, and be 100 m from minor ridges or breaks, as defined in the applicable Order? If no, provide rationale and maps for road and landing locations.
     






	Printed Name of Applicant
[bookmark: Text3]     
	Signature of Applicant
[bookmark: Text4]
	Date (YY/MM/DD)
[bookmark: Text5]     



GUIDANCE FOR COMPLETING THE EXEMPTION REQUEST FORM
The following section explains the Exemption Request Form and provides further details to consider when completing the form.
This is an editable form, which can be completed digitally. Please include an electronic signature, where possible.
A. Proponent Information 
· Include as much information as necessary to be readily contacted, as well as signature and date of submission (at the bottom of the form):
· Contact Name, Title, Organization Name, Mailing Address (including province and postal code), Phone and Email. If you are applying on someone else’s behalf, please include the licensee information in the second column. 

B. MDWR Location Information
 SITE INFORMATION:
· MDWR name and identifier (eg. Alix Honeyburn dqu_3)
· Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification information (zone, subzone, variant, etc.)
· Snowpack zone the MDWR is within (ie. shallow and moderate or transition and deep)
· General Wildlife Measure(s) (GWMs) which the applicant is requesting an exemption from (ie., GWMs 2 or 3 for skid trail / landing placement and GWM 6 for sanitation in the shallow/moderate snowpack zones; GWMs 11 or 12 for skid trail / landing placement and GWM 14 for sanitation in the transition/deep snowpack zones)
· License information (eg. Woodlot License, Small Scale Salvage license and #)
· Date exemption required and duration (start and end date):

SPATIAL INFORMATION:
Provide a map of the operating area (i.e. the area within the MDWR where the exemption activity is planned), by attaching a PDF map and a digital file (either shapefiles or .kml/.kmz files, supplied in BC Albers NAD 83 projection) where possible. 
· Include the individual proposed harvest sites (clearly labeled) with existing and proposed roads and skid trails. 
· If available, include a mapped distribution of the infested stems. 
C. Description of Timber to be Removed
Populate the table to describe the proposed timber harvest, and post-harvest stand structure. Include a rationale in the comment section should there be any green access volume included in the proposed activities. Any volume included in the ‘Currently Infested’ column should be field verified to confirm infestation. 
If skid trails are designed to target current and non-current attack, please fill out the second part of the table. 
D. Habitat Management
As well as answering the questions on the form any additional details of the proposed forest activities, equipment required, and any other relevant information will help inform the decision, for example:
· Include as much detail about the proposed operations as possible. What are the proposed widths of the new roads and trails? Where are the alternative routes which were considered? 
· Include any accompanying field data which pertains to the exemption request as an attachment with the application (eg. field survey cards, summary of beetle probing data) 
· If applicable, describe additional actions that will be undertaken to mitigate impacts on the MDWR. For example, where a road or trail may be permanently deactivated and reclaimed after use.  


Note: Applications submitted in late winter may not have exemptions granted in time for harvest operations to occur prior to spring break-up. 



REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
The authority to grant an exemption from requirements to comply with a general wildlife measure (GWM) is provided in section 92(1) of the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (FPPR) and section 79(1) of the Woodlot Licenses Planning and Practices Regulation (WLPPR). The minister responsible for the Wildlife Act, or their delegate, may exempt a person from the requirements if satisfied that (a) the intent of the GWM will be achieved, or (b) compliance with the provision is not practicable, given the circumstances or conditions applicable to a particular area.
MULE DEER WINTER RANGE GAR ORDERS FOR THE CARIBOO REGION:

Ministry of Environment. 2007. Amended order #U-5-001, U-5-002, U-5-003 – Ungulate winter ranges 
Cariboo-Chilcotin Land Use Plan, transition and deep snowpack. Transition and deep snowpack MDWRs general wildlife measures. Province of British Columbia. 

Ministry of Environment. 2007. Amended order #U-5-001, U-5-002, U-5-003 – Ungulate winter ranges 
Cariboo-Chilcotin Land Use Plan, shallow and moderate snowpack. Shallow and moderate snowpack MDWRs general wildlife measures. Province of British Columbia. 
